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and this in due time should be replaced by a solid sub-
stantial building constructed with the red " kabuk " stone
which abounded in the neighbourhood.
The Fernando family, who headed the invitation, had a
prosperous carpentry business, and held a leading position
among the Christian community. They were men of their
word, and their promises were more than fulfilled. One of
them became a prominent and earnest Salvationist. All of
them stood by us with unswerving fidelity, and proved
to be a tower of strength. They knew the district well
and were confident that the time was ripe for a revival.
They were not mistaken.
The campaign commenced on the I7th January. The
hall was packed to overflowing, and in three weeks there
were more than 100 professed conversions ; during the third
week there were numerous surrenders among the women,
and the awakening extended to the surrounding villages.
A month later we were able to telegraph that, since the
opening of the work, there had been about 350 seekers,
and that the women converts were taking part in the
marches and open-airs and were testifying boldly.
It must be remembered that the idea of coining forward
publicly to the penitent form to seek Salvation was as
completely repugnant to the tastes of this community as it
would be to a respectable Church of England congregation
in the West End of London. Still more distasteful,
especially to the women, was the idea of speaking in public
and testifying about the blessing they had received. But
it was a repetition of the glorious scenes spoken of in the
Acts of the Apostles, when the Holy Ghost fell upon the
converts and they immediately began in the joy of their
hearts to " speak with tongues 1"
During the commencement of this campaign we made
the Maduwa our home, as well as the Headquarters and
meeting-place. The benches consisted of planks sawn from
the trunk of palm trees, attached to sections of other trunks
which were cut transversely and fixed in the ground.
With a tambourine for a pillow, and nothing softer than the
plank for a bed, we became such experts that we could
balance ourselves on the narrowest of them.
After a few weeks, however, we transferred our Head-